A Message From Professar
Abdus Salam

Director, International Centre for Theoretical Physics

Trieste, ITALY

On behalf of the International Centre for Theoretical Physice, 1 winh
to send my warmest good wishes for the success of the first sesslon of the
Petra School of Physics. This School represents the first collaborative
effort at dissemination of advanced physics at an international level
between the Universities ‘of Yarmouk and Jordan and the ICTP. We hope tha
this will become an annual event of significance in the international
physics calendar.

To those who attend the School from the local universities, may I
remind them that Arabic was the language of Science from the 8th to the 13th
century; that Baghdad, Damascus, Jerusalem and Cairo were the great centres
of Arabic learning; and that even smaller places like Karak and Ajlun had
galaxies of scholarsmen like Ibn Al-Kuff, who combined the highest tradit-
ions of medical knowledge with researcn in mathematics. May I remind them
that physics is a hard subject which needs the fullest dedication, and that
such dedication (even in adverse circumstances) was always the norm for
scholars and scientists from this intellectually fertile area.

Finally, there is the example of Petra itself, that jewel ofva city,
and those who built it. May its lofty structures symbolize a true loftness
of spirit and achievement! And may its impeccable design inspire one gener-
ation after another to emulate their great ancestors who were once the

scientific and intellectual leaders of mankind!
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